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THE SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the CoMSiissiONEES of Education in Ireland, lo His Excellency 
Charles Ciietwynd Earl Talbot, Lord Lieutenant General 
and General Governor of Ireland ; dated March 31, 1819- 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed , 4 May 1819. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD LIEUTENANT, 
See. &c. &c 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

W E the Commissioners of Education in Ireland , nominated, constituted and 
appointed, unde'r an Act, passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of His 
present Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for the appointment 
“ of Commissioners for the regulation of the several endowed Schools of Public and 
“ Private Foundation in Ireland ,” — Beg leave, pursuant to the Provisions of the said 
Act, to lay before Your Excellency the following Report of our Proceedings, from 
the 25th day of March 1818, to the 25th day of March 1819.. 

BANAGHER : 

And in the usual order. We have first to mention the Schools of Royal Founda- 
tion, concerning which any Proceeding of moment has taken place within the period 
alluded to ; and we have to announce to Y our Excellency, that a Lease for three 
Lives (with a Covenant for perpetual renewal at a Pepper-corn Tine) of the House 
of Cuba, for the purposes of the School of Banagher, has been obtained from Mr. 
Bowes Daly ; the Commissioners of Education having only had an Assignment of a 
determinable Interest in the said Premises, until the said Lease was executed. 



CAVAN: 

We have further to report to Your Excellency, that the School House of Cavan 
is in an advanced state of progress, so much so, that the Architect, has reported that 
it will be finished in the next Summer. We have to add, that in consequence of the 
great defalcation of Rents on that School Estate, subsequent to the Agreement for 
the Building, with certain Contractors, for a sum of 7,553/. sterling, we have been 
compelled to avail ourselves of the Provisions contained in the A'ct of Parliament 
first mentioned in this Report ; and to apply to Y our Excellency for the advance of 
a sum of 4,553/. sterling, to enable us to discharge the Instalments remaining un- 
paid, out of the Savings of the School Estate; and which Application Your 
Excellency has been graciously pleased to comply with, by directing the said Sum to 
be advanced ; the Terms required by the said Act being first complied with. 
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ENNISKILLEN, 

We beg leave to report to Your Excellency, that a Memorial of the Reverend 
Doctor Robert Burma, Master of the School of Enniskillen, containing a propo- 
sal thereby submitted to Your Excellency, for altering the plan upon which the said 
School has been hitherto conducted, “ by accepting of Fifty Day Scholars, to be in- 
u strutted gratuitously, in consideration of his being permitted to decline the Education 
« of any Boarders,” having been laid before us by the command ol Your Excellency', 
desiring “ that we should take it into our serious consideration, and report to Your 
Excellency our Opinion thereupon We did accordingly, in obedience to the desire 
of Your Excellency, discuss the subject of the said Memorial at a Board convened 
for that purpose, and which Board was unanimously of opinion, “ That it was more 
“ eligible that the School of Enniskillen should continue to be conducted upon the plan 
“ which had hitherto prevailed in it, as well as the other Schools of Royal Foundation 
and we find ourselves called upon to express our surprise, that Doctor Burrowes 
should have failed to take notice of the Act of 53d of the King, already mentioned, 
whereby, we conceive he might have been acquainted, that the power to regulate and 
manage ’the Schools therein specified (and those of Royal Foundation included) 
having been vested in our Board, we should have deemed it our peculiar duty to pro- 
mulgate any system of improvement or alteration, and to see it carried into effect, 
did we consider it judicious or advisable. 



RAPHOE SCHOOL: , 

We beg leave to report to Your Excellency, that the situation of the Raphoe School 
Estate (on which a very considerable arrear of rents had accrued through the peculiar 
pressure of the years 1815 and 1816', upon the lower orders inhabiting those lands, 
in the County of Donegal), has rendered it necessary for us to apply a sum of 
495/. 19$. rod., which we had caused to be laid by in Government Stock, for some 
of the purposes pointed out in the Act of Parliament, to the discharge of a portion of 
an arrear of salary, due at. November last, to the first and second Masters of the 
School of Raphoe , and finding it advisable to appoint one Agent for the superin- 
tendence and management of ail the School Estates which have as yet come within 
the immediate control of the Commissioners of Education ; and the Gentlemen who 
had been so employed declining to unite the care of the Raphoe School lands to that 
of the remainder (circumstanced as we have stated), Messrs. Shcrrard and Sons, and 
Brassington , have been approved of by us to succeed him ; and we have directed 
them to furnish the proper securities to be entered into by them for the faithful 
performance of the services so undertaken. 



CARYSFORT: 

The depression which had affected other Estates) has not been unfelt upon the 
Lands of Carysfort School, which did not furnish the means of providing for the 
building of a School House thereon. The prospect of affording eligible Tenants at a 
just value for the Land, has of late increased, and we have directed the Surveyor 
who had valued the Lands, and the Architect of our Board, to fix upon a suitable 
spot for the erection of a commodious School House, whilst the Agents are desired 
to select proper tenants for the Lands at the fair Valuation. 



NAY AN AND BALLYROAN: 

The Examination in the Court of Chancery, in the Cause of the Commissioners of 
Education, against Lords Tara and Ludlow , of certain witnesses, who had already 
given testimony before us on a former occasion, becoming necessary there, as their 
depositions before us were inadmissible as evidence in that court; the final decision 
of the Lord Chancellor has not been obtained as yet ; but our Solicitor has reported 
to us, that the Cause will be set down in the Lord Chancellor’s list for hearing at 
next Easter Term. 
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BETAGHSTOWN: 

In the Cause instituted by our Board against the Trustees under the Will of 
Doctor Patrick Hewetson, deceased, the draft of the Master’s Report, (to whom the 
taking of the Account had been referred) had been prepared ; but objections taken 
thereto by Counsel on the part of the Trustees, could not be argued, or the Master's 
Report finally made up, in time to set the Cause down thereon, before the Lord 
Chancellor in the last Term, in consequence of the very severe illness of the Master 
in the Cause ; however, our Solicitor states to us, that (the gentleman being now 
recovered) the Report will be proceeded on, immediately after the Spring Circuit, 
when the counsel to our Board shall return to Dublin, and set down in the list for 
hearing before the Lord Chancellor in the next Term. 

MIDDLETON SCHOOL: 

We have further to report to Your Excellency, that the steps designed by us to be 
taken, for the purpose of restoring to the Public all the advantages which the founders 
of Middleton School appear to have had in view, have been in some measure 
retarded, by the difficulty which had interposed (through his absence abroad,) ot 
obtaining the signature of the Representative of one of the original Trustees to certain 
legal acts calculated to set in operation those measures which our Counsel had 
recommended. The gentleman in question being now returned to Ireland , it may 
be hoped that such obstacle will be got over without delay ; and that we may have 
it in our power to turn all the Funds originally bestowed by the Endowment into their 
proper channel. 



TULLIVIN : 

We regret to state to Your Excellency, that the legal liability to heavy incum- 
brances of the land (however small in its local extent) which had been considered, 
“on mature deliberation, the only proper site for building a School House at Tullivin 
in the County of Cavan, answerable to the intentions of the late William Moore, 
Esq. deceased, and which (as alluded to in our last year’s Report,) caused us to pause, 
before we would suffer the expenditure of a very large sum of money thereon, has 
tediously operated against the earnest wishes of our Board, as well as those of the 
Reverend Mr. Irwin (who, as Rector of the Parish, is one of the Trustees to the 
Endowment,) to commence the School House. However, our Solicitor having re- 
ported to us, that all the Deeds necessary to discharge from Incumbrances the 
Estate of Mr. Moor Boyle, have been executed by the proper parties, who had 
Charges or Judgments affecting it, (with the exception of one, which is promised 
to be executed without delay,) we entertain confident expectation that our next 
Annual Report will have to announce the completion of the intended Building, and 
its being fully employed in promoting the intentions of the Founder. 

LIMERICK DIOCESAN SCHOOL: 

We beg leave further to report to Your Excellency, in reference to a Memorial 
from the Reverend Doctor T. G. Willis, Master of the Diocesan School of Limerick, 
to Your Excellency and the Privy Council, which Your Excellency caused to be laid 
before our Board in February 1816, as alluded to in our last Report, and of which 
we postponed the consideration for the reasons therein assigned by us ; that, having 
since fully entered into the subject of Dr. Willis's Memorial, and inquired into all the 
facts connected with the same, we have deemed it our duty to convey to the Under 
Secretary, for Your Excellency’s information, our opinion, “ that although we had 
“ not as yet been able to mature a general arrangement for the Diocesan Schools, 
“ yet, having examined into the case of the Rev. Doctor Willis, we did not con- 
“ sider it to be one calling for special interference. ’ 



Having thus far reported to Your Excellency upon those matters and things 
relating to the Schools hereinbefore mentioned, which we consider worthy of the 
266. present 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 (Ireland.) SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT, &c. 

present attention of Your Excellency, we beg leave to defer to a future occasion, our 
Report upon other Schools, and proceedings connected therewith, which at tile 
present period are not in a state sufficiently matured to claim Your. Excellency s 



notice. 



Signed, 



CHARLES CASIIEL. 


(Seal.) 


W. TUAM. 


(Seal.) 


JOHN RADCLIFF. 


(Seal.) 


TIIOS. ELRINGTON. 


(Seal.) 


J. LESLIE FOSTER. 


(Seal.) 



Dated March 31, 1819. 



C. Wm. Walker, 

Secretary. 
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